Psychoanalytic Psychopathology

The Psychoses

Failure to differentiate self and other
(reality)

Symbiotic psychoses

Hallucinations
Delusions
Psychotic wish fulfillment

Loss of self

Forms of Borderline Organization

Low Level

Intermediate Level

High Level

Loss of Self Esteem

Esteem regulation
problems - Rageful

Self-effacing critical

Narcissistic Characters

Sado-Masochistic
Characters

Infantile personalities

Depressive Personality

Hysterical Personality

Feel Defective

Character
Disorders

Rigidity of the per-
sonality charac-
teristics indicates
high level of defen-
siveness.

Interpersonal issues
not viewed as prob-
lems (ego syntonic)

Neuroses

Symptoms viewed
as problems (ego
dystonic)

Conflicts and
symptoms play a
relatively limited
role in overall
functioning

nt
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Annihilation

Dissolution, overwhelmed by internal
drives/external conditions - source not
differentiated; being taken over, consumed,
losing one’s sense of self, paranoia, death
and annihilation. Fears of becoming
someone else; no boundaries between self
and other; I and the world

Loss of self

Nature of Defenses

Infantile
Withdrawal
Apathy, Giving in

Hallucinatory
Wish Fulfillment / Denial

Loss of the object

Separation from the need-satisfying object (Loss of the object is experienced as a loss

PRIMARY ANXIETY

Loss of object’s love

of an essential part of the self as differentiation is incomplete)

Engulfment by the object, loss of boundaries due to poorly differentiated self Person
loses identity and will temporarily in presence of an idealized other. Often followed
by rage at disappointment

Loss of self-esteem =

Introjection / Projection
Regressive Re-fusion (Merger)

Narcissistic =

Unattached - no separation

between self and object

Anger comes from perceived

bruises to self-esteem

AND/OR

Borderline =
Attached, but poorly.

Has an internalized obj.

Anger comes from

Feel defective

Splitting:

characterized by
alternate idealization,

devaluation,

omnipotence and

displacement

perceived withdrawal &

retributions

Acting Out (immediate tension release)

ANXIETY SIGNAL

Castration anxiety

Fear of castration/bodily injury

Fear of superego guilt

Disappointment in one’s self

Loss of approval

Feel angry /
competitive

Res. of Oedipus 6-7 yrs

Reactive defenses
Doing / Undoing
Isolation
Regression

Repression
Humor
Sublimation (as
defenses become
adaptive they
become their
own sources of
gratification

Attribution of Meaning




