“THIS IS THE BOOK, THE ONE I'VE BEEN WAITING FOR MY ENTIRE LIFE.”
—3. K. Ali, award-winning author of SAINTS AND MISFITS
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Dear Reader,

0 Itis a dliche jokingly acknowledged that a Muslim kid who grows up
in the United States must eventually experience an identity crisis.

This i a story of just such an experience.
While you read, please keep in mind that this story and these

characters are not meant to represent all Muslimg or all Muslim

experiences. In other words, Muslims are not a monolith. Speaking
as a hijab-wearinq Muslim woman, we are especially complicated,
nuanced, and most definitely don't wear our hijabs to bed*.

While much of this story is based on real life, it i§ not an entirely
autobiographical fale. Most names, characters, businesses, and
places are either the products of the author’s imagination or
used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons,
living or dead, or actual events i§ purely coincidental.

Thank you for reading my book! | hope you laugh a little, @

learn a little, and maybe even meme it a little. 0

Sincerely,
in
I\ /7\] e

*Because I consider my character an extension of myself, and I would never de-hijab in public

(extenuating circumstances not included), I made the choice to never draw my character without
her hijab. This is why, throughout the book, you'll see Huda in bed wearing her hijab. This would
never happen in real life (unless I came home like super exhausted and could do nothing but plop

face-first onto my mattress, in my outside clothes and all. Don’t judge me).
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